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Chapter 5-4.8 - Code Interpretations 

Sections: 

5-4.8.010 Interpretations - Purpose 
5-4.8.020 Code Interpretation Procedure 

5-4.8.010 Interpretations - Purpose 

5-4.8 - Code Interpretations 

Some terms or phrases within the Code may have two or more reasonable meanings. This 
section provides a process for resolving differences in the interpretation of the Code text. 

5-4.8.020 Code Interpretation Procedure 

A. Requests. A request for a code interpretation shall be made in writing to the Planning 
Official. 

B. Decision to Issue Interpretation. The Planning Official shall have the authority to 
interpret the code, or refer the request to the Planning Commission for its interpretation. 
The Planning Official shall advise the person making the inquiry in writing within fourteen 
(14) days after the request is made, on whether or not the City will make an interpretation. 

C. Written Interpretation. If the City decides to issue an interpretation, it shall be issued in 
writing and shall be mailed or delivered to the person requesting the interpretation and any 
other person who specifically requested a copy. The written interpretation shall be issued 
within fourteen (14) days of the request. The decision shall become effective fourteen (14) 
days later, unless an appeal is filed in accordance with E-F below. 

E. Type II Procedure. Code Interpretations shall be made using a Type II procedure under 
Section 5-4.1.030. Alternatively, the Planning Official may initiate a code interpretation 
(i.e., without an application being filed by a property owner) and ask the Planning 
Commission to ratify the decision, in which case the City shall provide notice of the 
decision to affected property owner(s), pursuant to Section 5-4.1.040. 

F. Appeals. The applicant and any party who received notice or who participated in the 
proceedings through the submission of written or verbal evidence may appeal a Code 
Interpretation decision. The appeal must be filed within fourteen (14) days after the 
interpretation was mailed or delivered to the applicant. Initiating an appeal requires filing a 
notice of appeal with the City Planning Official pursuant to Section 5-4.1.040. 

G. Interpretations On File. The City shall keep on file a record of all code interpretations. 
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REVIEW CRITERIA 

5-4.2.010 Purpose 

The purpose of this Chapter is to: 

A. Provide rules, regulations and standards for efficient and effective administration of land use 
and site development review; 

B. Carry out the development pattern and plan of the City and its comprehensive plan policies; 

C. Promote the public health, safety and general welfare; 

D. Provide adequate light and air, prevent overcrowding of land, and provide for adequate 
transportation, water supply, sewage, fire protection, pollution control, surface water 
management, and protection against natural hazards; 

E. Encourage the conservation of energy resources; and 

F. Encourage efficient use of land resources, full utilization of urban services, mixed uses, 
transportation options, and detailed, human-scaled design. 

5-4.2.020 Applicability 

Land Use Review or Site Design Review shall be required for all new developments and 
modifications of existing developments described below. Regular maintenance, repair and 
replacement of materials (e.g., roof, siding, awnings, etc.), parking resurfacing and similar 
maintenance and repair shall be exempt from review. 

A. Land Use Review - Exemptions from Site Design Review. Land Use Review is conducted 
by the City Planning Official without a public hearing (Type I or II). (See Chapter 5-4.1 for 
review procedure.) It is intended to ensure compliance with land use regulations when a 
project proposal does not require a conditional use permit, land division, or site design · 
review approval. Land Use Review ensures compliance with the standards of the land use 
district, such as lot area, building setbacks and orientation, lot coverage, maximum building 
height, special use standards, and other provisions of Article 5-2. Land Use Review is 
required for the types of proposals listed below. Proposals exceeding the thresholds below 
require Site Design Review, per Section 5-4.2.030. 

1. Change in occupancy from one type of land use to a different land use resulting in no 
increase in vehicular traffic; 

2. Single-family detached dwelling (including manufactured home) on its own lot; 
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3. A single duplex, of up to two single family attached (town home) units not requiring a 
land division, and accessory parking on the same lot; 

4. Non-residential building addition of up to 500 square feet; 

7. Home occupation, except where Site Design Review is required under Chapter 5-4.9; 

8. Temporary uses, except where Site Design Review is required under Chapter 5-4.9; 

9. Accessory structures and accessory parking; 

10. Development and land uses that are already approved as part of a Site Design Review or 
Conditional Use Permit application, provided modifications to such plans may be subject 
to Chapter 5-4.6; 

11. Public improvements required by City standards or as stipulated by a condition of land 
use approval (e.g., transportation facilities and improvements, parks, trails, utilities, and 
similar improvements), as determined by the City Planning Official. 

B. Site Design Review. Site Design Review is a discretionary review conducted by the 
Planning Official (Type II Review) or by the Planning Commission in a public meeting 
(Type II Review) or a public hearing (Type III Review). Site Design Review applies to all 
development in the City, except developments specifically listed under "A" above (Land Use 
Review). Site Design Review ensures compliance with the land use and development 
standards in Article 5-2, the design standards and public improvement requirements in 
Article 5-3, and other applicable regulations. 

5-4.2.030 Land Use Review Procedure and Approval Criteria 

When Land Use Review is required, it shall be conducted prior to issuance of building permits, 
occupancy permit, business license, or public improvement permits, as determined by the City 
Planning Official. The City shall conduct Land Use Reviews using either a Type I or Type II 
procedure, as described in Sections 5-4.1.020 and 5-4.1.030. A Type I procedure shall be used 
when the Planning Official finds that the applicable standards are clear and objective and do not 
require the exercise of discretion. A Type II procedure shall be used when the decision is 
discretionary in nature. The City Planning Official shall be responsible for determining the 
required review procedure. An application for Land Use Review shall be approved only upon 
meeting all of the following criteria: 

A. The proposed land use or development is permitted by the underlying land use district 
(Article 5-2); 
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B. The land use, building/yard setback, lot area, lot dimension, density, lot coverage, building 
height and other applicable standards of the underlying land use district and any applicable 
overlay district(s) are met (Article 5-2); and 

C. When development is proposed, the applicable sections of Article 5-3, Design Standards 
apply. 

Note: Land Use Reviews do not address a project's compliance with applicable building, fire and 
life safety regulations. Subsequent review by City officials may be required to determine 
compliance with applicable regulations. 

SIGNATURES 

NOTE: ALL OWNERS MUST SIGN THIS APPLICATION OR SUBMIT A LETTER OF CONSENT 
AUTHORIZING ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL TO MAKE APPLICATION. INCOMPLETE OR MISSING 
INFORMATION MAY DE Y THE REVIEW PROCESS. 

, [) I . 

~ /O"- f0 - [ b 
Date 

Applicant/ Owner Date 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

Submittal Date: I 0 /lo / '2tll b Fe! 310 '02_ Received by: i/i'rJ= 
Application Type: It Completeness: _______ 120 Day: ___ _ 

Staff Report: ____ Commission Hearing: _____ Council Hearing: ___ _ 
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EXHIBIT D
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RIVERSIDE HOME PARK LLC 
2397 NW KINGS BLVD #241 

CORVALLIS, OR 97330 
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