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5/11/2020 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao, Secretary  
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20590 

Greetings, 

The BUILD Transportation Discretionary Grant program is a fantastic opportunity for our community to 
continue implementation, by way of infrastructure, of the John Day Strategy for Growth. This project not 
only accommodates infrastructure for future growth, it incorporates thoughtful  and diverse 
connections that will boost our economy through a connected approach.  Much needed infrastructure is 
important  for the reality and effectiveness of this project.  OSU Open Campus fully supports this project 
and application. 

The proposal set forth will help diversify our economy by bringing recreation, tourism, and main street 
business together.  As a team with this funding we can help our community recover from successive 
waves of economic hardship and decline to emerge stronger. Specifically, we would like to connect 
integrated parks and trails, and accessible recreation opportunities within the city with residents of all 
income levels and visitors alike.  Oregon State University supports communities and development that 
reaches all residents and is culturally relevant to the local area.   

As a land grant University, Oregon State is instrumental in collaborations for resilient and healthy 
communities.  Healthy communities are require access and connectivity.  Welcoming visitors with 
strategically placed parking as well as creating safe and useable parking for other transportation like 
biking is essential for our tourism access and hospitality industry.  The bridges designed for connecting 
parks and trails will create a mode of livability for all locals and visitors.     

This grant opportunity would provide numerous advances in infrastructure by connecting the multiple 
arteries in the city thereby promoting economics, tourism, and recreation. These diverse and unique 
parts of the community will strengthen the economic vitality and reach beyond John Day and influence 
the entire region. 

Thank you for considering the application.  Open Campus is in full support of this ongoing project and 
this  important component supported by the BUILD application.  I am  happy to provide any further 
support or answer questions if you would like to contact me at 541 575 4028, or 
mccrackd@oregonstate.edu.  

Thank you, 

 

Didgette McCracken 
Grant County Open Campus Coordinator 
Oregon State University 
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May 8, 2020 
 
 

 The Honorable Elaine L. Chao, Secretary 
 U.S. Department of Transportation 
 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
 Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
 

RE: Letter of Support for the City of John Day 2020 BUILD Grant Application 
 
Dear Honorable Elaine L. Chao, Secretary: 
 
Grant County Economic Development is in full support of the City of John Day’s application for 
the US Department of Transportation 2020 Build Grant. John Day is one of nine incorporated 
cities in Grant County and is the major hub, with the majority of the county residents employed 
there. However, the population of John Day has been in continual decline for over twenty years 
and will continue to do so if there is no effort to rebuild our city and improve the quality of life 
for current and future residents.  
 
The City of John Day has worked tirelessly the last four years in acquiring funding for multiple 
projects to address the blight and economic devastation that has plagued our County since the 
timber industry plummeted in the 1990’s. Some of the current projects that the City has 
implemented are addressing basic infrastructure needs, addressed in their Strategy for Growth. 
 
With funding from the BUILD Transportation Discretionary Grant Program, the City of John day 
will be able to achieve their Strategy for Growth, going from population and economic decline to 
sustainable growth – by helping the City build a complete street network and transportation 
infrastructure that is more welcoming to all users, including walking, biking, driving, 
automobiles, and public transit. There will be multiple benefits to this project the City is funded, 
which include: improved flood resilience, workforce housing, quality of life improvements, 
economic expansion and private investment, new business growth and riverfront recreation at the 
Innovation Gateway location, and activating the City’s Main Street,  
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Now, more than ever, with the COVID-19 shutdown, the residents in the county are feeling the 
another wave of economic depression that could leave permanent damage to all the businesses in 
our community. It is essential that the City of John Day receive funding from the BUILD Grant 
2020 to move forward during this time. 
 
Grant County Economic Development pledges total support to the City of John Day in their 
efforts to rebuild and add to the county’s assets. The John Day City Manager, Nick Green, has 
worked diligently to better the community he lives in. He has helped the city develop a vision 
and now he is working to implement that vision into a reality. 
 
Grant County Economic Development supports the City’s efforts to achieve the goals in their 
Strategy for Growth.  Thank you in advance for your consideration to help make John Day and 
Grant County a better place to live, work and recreate. Thank you for your time and 
consideration. If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (541) 
575-1555 or allison.field@grantcountyoregon.net. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 
Allison Field, Director 
Grant County Economic Development 

http://www.grantcountyoregon.net/
mailto:allison.field@grantcountyoregon.net
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