
Page 1 of 2 John Day City Council & URA Agenda March 24, 2026  

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday March 24, 2026 

REGULAR MEETING: 6:30 pm 
John Day Fire Station 

316 S Canyon Blvd, John Day, OR   97845 
(541)575-0028    www.cityofjohnday.com

This meeting is open to the public. This agenda includes a list of the principal subjects anticipated to be 
considered at the meeting. However, the agenda does not limit the ability of the Council to consider 
additional subjects. Meetings may be canceled without notice. Zoom Meeting participants should use the 
“raise your hand” feature during these times to alert the moderator that they would like to speak. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
City of John Day is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

https://zoom.us/j/95321822663?pwd=MmPSrbq6skunLMZ9boJNf4Y4kUbdaI.1 
Meeting ID: 953 2182 2663 

Passcode: 823687 

Call to Order:  Regular John Day Council Meeting 6:30 pm. 
1. Call John Day City Council Meeting to Order
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Roll Call
4. Amend or Accept Regular Agenda
5. Public Comments (Please Limit to 3 Minutes)
Public Comments are an opportunity to present information or speak on an issue that is not on the
agenda. Comments are limited to 3 minutes for each person. Visitors may state their comments and
should not expect the council to engage in back and forth dialogue regarding the comment, council may
either choose to add it to a follow up meeting or direct City Manager to follow up with the speaker.

6. Consent Agenda
All matters listed within the Consent Agenda have been distributed to every member of the City Council
for reading and study, are considered routine, and will be enacted by one motion of the Council. If
separate discussion is desired, that item may be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed on the
Regular Agenda by request.

a. AP through March 18, 2026
b. Minutes of CC Mtg 3-10-26

http://www.cityofjohnday.com/
https://zoom.us/j/95321822663?pwd=MmPSrbq6skunLMZ9boJNf4Y4kUbdaI.1
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                          City Council 3-24-26 cont. 
 
 
 
 

7. Motion to remove Chris Labhart as an authorized check signer on the City bank account. 
 

8. Finance Update; Rob Gaslin, CPA 
 

9. Appointment of Budget Committee Member 
 

10. Consideration of The Promised Land statute placement 
 

11. Adjournment:  
 

 
 

 















 

   
CITY OF JOHN DAY 

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES March 10, 2026 
 
 
COUCILORS PRESENT: COUNCILORS ABSENT
Sherrie Rininger, Mayor (Virtual) 
Bradley Hale, Councilor 
Ron Phillips, Councilor 
Heather Swank, Councilor  
Meloni Cochran, Councilor 
 

Vern Pifer, Councilor (Excused) 
 
 
 
 

STAFF PRESENT: 
Melissa Bethel, City Manager 

 

Don Gabbard, Fire Chief 
 
Agenda Item No. 1—Call Meeting to Order 
The City Council meeting was called to order. 
 
Agenda Item No. 2—Pledge of Allegiance 
The City Council stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Agenda Item No. 3—Roll Call and Attendance 
All councilors were present except Councilor Pifer, who was excused, and Mayor Rininger, who attended 
virtually. 
 
Agenda Item No. 4—Amend or Accept Regular Agenda 
Councilor Cochran made a motion to amend the agenda by moving Agenda Item No. 7-Consideration 
of Iron Triangle Settlement Agreement and Amendment to Development Agreement to Agenda Item 
No. 5. The motion was seconded by Councilor Phillips and passed unanimously. 
 
Agenda Item No. 5—Consideration of Iron Triangle Settlement Agreement and Amendment to 
Development Agreement 
Councilor Cochran moved that the Council approve the settlement agreement and associated 
documents identified in the settlement agreement between the City of John Day and Iron Triangle LLC, 
subject to any final legal revisions, and authorize the Mayor and/or City Manager to sign the 
settlement agreement. The motion was seconded by Councilor Phillips and passed unanimously. 
 
Agenda Item No. 6—Public Comments 
Robin Olterman: She expressed concern about the water and sewer billing policy. She stated that the 
required year-round base rate for her airplane hangar, which is not used in the off-season, creates a 
hardship. She asked Council to review her situation and consider a possible solution. 
 
Katrina Page: She had heard that the American Legion burger stand, which operates only during the fair 
and raises funds for the veterans, may be charged a water rate for the entire year. She expressed 
concern and said she hopes this is not the case. 
 
Agenda Item No. 7—Consent Agenda 



 

Page 2 of 2 
 

a. Minutes of City Council Meeting 2-24-26 
b. Minutes of City Council Meeting 2-10-26  
c. Minutes of City Council Meeting 1-13-26  

 
Councilor Hale made a motion to approve the consent agenda as published. The motion was seconded 
by Councilor Cochran and passed unanimously. 
 
Adjourn:  
There being no further business before council the meeting was adjourned.  
 
__________ 
Melissa Bethel, CM 



REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

 DATE ACTION REQUESTED March 24, 2026 
Ordinance ☐ Resolution ☐ Motion X Information 

Date Prepared:   5-18-26 Dept.:  City Manager’s Office 

SUBJECT:  Appointments to Budget Committee 
Contact Person for this Item:  Melissa Bethel, 
City Manager, bethelm@johnday-org.gov 
541 575 0028 ex 4224 

SUBJECT: Council Appointment to City Budget Committee 

BACKGROUND:  
ORS 294.414 provides cities must establish a budget committee which consists of; 

• Members of the governing body and a number, equal to the number of members of the governing body,
of qualified electors of the municipal corporation appointed by the governing body.

Currently, the City has an elected body of a Mayor and 5 councilors.  Therefore, the budget committee may 
consist of the elected officials and equal number of electors.  Currently, the city has 5 budget committee 
members. City Council may appoint 1 additional member. 

As the members are volunteer, personal information has been redacted including signatures for the safety of our 
citizens.  Applications have been received by: 

Amy Walker 
Steve Courtney 
Debbie Miller 

All applicants were verified as active electors with the county clerk. The appointed members will be appointed 
to a term of 3 (FY) years ending January 2029. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:   
Budget committee members are volunteer and do not receive compensation.  

ATTACHMENTS:  Budget Committee Applications 

mailto:bethelm@johnday-org.gov


Application for Boards/Commission 

Contact Information 

Name: 

Street Address: 

Mailing Address: 

City/State/Zip Code: 

Home Phone: 

Amy Walker 

 

John Day, OR 97845 

---- ----

Work Phone: 

E-Mail Address:

Background 

 

------ ----------

Years of Residence in John Day: 8 
- -

Place of Employment: 

Occupation: 

Educational Background: 

Solutions CPAs 

CPA 

DAY 

Bachelor of Business Administration, University of 
Portland 

Prior Civic Activities: 

Additional Accounting education at Eastern Oregon 
University necessary to sit for CPA exam 

Finance Director, St Elizabeth Catholic Church 
John Day Golf Club Ladies Club (several years ago) 

Boards/ Commissions of Interest 

Please check all of the following Boards/Commissions that interest you: 

City Council 

i Budget Committee

Planning Commission 

Last Update: 3/11/2026 



Special Skills or Qualifications 

Summarize any special training, skills or experience you may have pertinent to the Board/Commission 
to which you are applying. 

I have been a Licensed Municipal Auditor with the State of Oregon since 2014. I have participated in 
approximately 40 municipal audit engagements every fiscal year for the past 17 years. Of those 
engagements, I have been the engagement partner on approximately 15 of those engagements ?er 
year for the last 11 years. Many of the engagements were small cities in Eastern Oregon, including the 
City of John Day (several years ago). 

Motivation 

Discuss your motivation for serving on this Board/Commission. 

I have lived in the John Day/canyon City area for 49 years, leaving only to attend college. As part 
owner of Solutions CPAs, I have a vested interest in the success of John Day and the surrounding 
communities in Grant County. We all want the area to thrive on all fronts, including financial, level of 
services provided and quality of life. 
I lack prior civic activities experience but that is not indicative of a lack of interest in helping the local 
community. 

Special Notice 

Please be advised that members of the City Council and Planning Commission are required to file an annual Statement

of Economic Interest with the State of Oregon. A sample reporting form is available from the Administration Office 
at John Day City Hall indicating the type of information you will be required to disclose if you are appointed. 

Agreement and Signature 

By submitting this application, I affirm that the facts set forth in it are true and complete. I understand 
that if I am accepted as a volunteer, any false statements, omissions, or other misrepresentations 
made by me on this application may result in my immediate dismissal. 

Name (printed) 
Signature 
Date 

Our Policy 
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It is the policy of the City of John Day to provide equal opportunities without regard to race, color, 
religion, national origin, gender, sexual preference, age, or disability. The City of John Day accepts 
applications from potential board/commission members throughout the year and will hold applications 
until vacancies exist on specific boards/commissions. 

Thank you for completing this application form and for your interest in volunteering with us. 

Last Update: 3/11/2026 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX



RECEIVED 

MAR O 9 2026 

CITY OF CITY OF JOHN DAV

JOHN DAY 
Application for Boards/Commission 

Contact Information 

Name: 

Street Address: 

Mailing Address: 

City/State/Zip Code: 

Home Phone: 

Work Phone: 

E-Mail Address:

Background 

Steve Courtney 

 John Day, OR 97845 

Years of Residence in John Day: 2 

Place of Employment: The Beck Group 

Occupation: 

Educational Background: 

Prior Civic Activities: 

Forest Products Consultant 

BS Forest Engineering, Oregon State University 
MBA National University 

Grant District #3 School Board, 1999-2024, past chair 
Grant County Wildlife Advisory Board, past chair 
John Day Economic Development Corporation, board member 
John Day Golf Club, current and past president 
Anacortes Seahawk Athletic Booster Association, past chair 

Boards/Commissions of Interest 

Please check all of the following Boards/Commissions that interest you: 

X ...ity Council 

Budget Committee 

Planning Commission 

Speci I c-kms or ualific:ations 

summarize any special training, skills or experience you may have pertinent to the Board/Commission 
to which you are applying. 

Last Update: 01/10/2022 

X



I have recieved extensive training in leadership through public service and my work experiences. 
While on the school board, I was trained in Oregon public meeting laws. 
As a board member of the economic development group, I was trained in many of the facets of 
economic development. 

M 

Discuss your motivation for serving on this Board/Commission. 

I moved back to John Day do to my appreciation of the area. After being here two years, I am 
concerned for it's Mure. 

Sp ·c

Please be advised that members of the City Council and Planning Commission are required to file an annual Statement

of Economic Interest with the State of Oregon. A sample reporting form is available from the Administration Office 
at John Day City Hall indicating the type of information you will be required to disclose if you are appointed. 

greeme n na re 

By submitting this application, I affirm that the facts set forth in it are true and complete. I understand 
that if I am accepted as a volunteer, any false statements, omissions, or other misrepresentations
made by me on this application may result in my immediate dismissal. 

Name (printed) 

Signature 

Date 

ur 

Steve Courtney 

�ff�.2� 

It is the policy of the Qty of John Day to provide equal opportunities without regard to race, color, 
religion, national origin, gender, sexual preference, age, or disability. The City of John Day accepts 
applications from potential board/commission members throughout the year and will hold applications 
until vacancies exist on specific boards/commissions. 

Thank you for completing this application form and for your interest in volunteering with us. 

Last Update: 01/10/2022 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXX



Application for Boards/Commission 

Contact Information 

Name: 
Street Address: 
Mailing Address: 
City/State/Zip Code: 
Home Phone: 
Work Phone: 
E-Mail Address:

Background 

Years of Residence in John Day: 
Place of Employment: 
Occupation: 
Educational Background: 

Prior Civic Activities: 
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Boards/Commissions of Interest 

Please check all of the following Boards/Commissions that interest you: 

City Council 

-L Budget Committee 

Planning Commission 

Special Skills or Qualifications 

Summarize any special training, skills or experience you may have pertinent to the Board/Commission 
to which you are applying. 

Last Update: 01/10/2022 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
X
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Motivation 

Discuss your motivation for serving on this Board/Commission. 

Special Notice 

Please be advised that members of the City Council and Planning Commission are required to file an annual Statement 

of Economic Interest with the State of Oregon. A sample reporting form is available from the Administration Office 
at John Day City Hall indicating the type of information you will be required to disclose if you are appointed. 

Agreement and Signature 

By submitting this application, I affirm that the facts set forth in it are true and complete. I understand 
that if I am accepted as a volunteer, any false statements, omissions, or other misrepresentations 
made by me on this application may result in my immediate dismissal. 

Name (printed) 

Signature 

Date 

Our Policy 

It is the policy of the City of John Day to provide equal opportunities without regard to race, color, 
religion, national origin, gender, sexual preference, age, or disability. The City of John Day accepts 
applications from potential board/commission members throughout the year and will hold applications 
until vacancies exist on specific boards/commissions. 

Thank you for completing this application form and for your interest in volunteering with us. 

Last Update: 01/10/2022 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 

                              DATE ACTION REQUESTED:     
Ordinance ☐ Resolution ☐ Motion X Information X 

Date Prepared:   3/17/26 Dept.:  City Manager’s Office 

SUBJECT:  The Promised Land Statute 
Contact Person for this Item:  Melissa Bethel,  
City Manager, bethelm@johnday-org.gov 
541 575 0028 ex 4224 

 
SUBJECT: Placement options for The Promised Land Statute 
  
BACKGROUND:  
In 2020, several public statues in Portland were removed from display following damage during periods of civil 
unrest. One of these was The Promised Land, a bronze sculpture previously located in Chapman Square. After 
its removal, the sculpture remained in storage without a long-term plan for its future.  The John Day Change 
Club expressed interest in bringing the sculpture to John Day, noting its relevance to the region’s historical 
themes. The sculpture is approximately 10.5 feet tall with a 5-by‑5‑foot base. The Change Club has already 
taken possession of the sculpture and is currently overseeing its refurbishment. The City must now determine an 
appropriate permanent installation site. 
 
OPTIONS: 
Option 1: City-Owned Gateway Property (Welcome Sign Area) 
Description: 
City-owned land at the western entrance to John Day, where the “Welcome to John Day” sign is located. The 
site includes large a grassy area and open space behind the sign. 
Benefits: 
•  High visibility for travelers entering the city 
•  Creates a prominent landmark at the city gateway 
•  Adequate space for installation and supporting features 
Considerations: 
•  May require adjustments to existing sign layout 
•  Traffic and sightline review needed 
•  Installation must avoid interference with utilities or signage 
• Not as accessible for close viewing 
 

mailto:bethelm@johnday-org.gov
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Option 2: Corner Park Across from Les Schwab 
Description: 
A small public park located at a prominent intersection across from Les Schwab. The site includes open space 
and pedestrian access. 
Benefits: 
•  Central, visible location 
•  Walkable for residents and visitors 
•  Opportunity to enhance an existing public space 
Considerations: 
•  Limited space may require careful design 
•  ADA access and pedestrian flow must be maintained 
•  Potential need for landscaping or irrigation improvements 
• May not present as an opportunity for close viewing based on traffic and location 
 
Option 3: The Main Street Square/Plaza Public Restroom Area (Corner of Canton & Main) 
Description: 
A city-owned public space at the corner of Canton Street and Main Street. The site includes a restroom building 
and a large paved area used seasonally for the Farmers Market and other civic gatherings. 
Benefits: 
•  High pedestrian visibility in the downtown core 
•  Supports downtown revitalization goals 
•  Aligns with the Change Club’s original proposal 
Considerations: 
•  Structural assessment of the paved area may be needed 
•  Additional lighting, seating, or landscaping may be required 
 
Option 4: Historic Advent Christian Church Grounds (Across from the Chamber) 
Description: 
A historic property located near the Chamber of Commerce. The site includes open frontage suitable for public 
art placement. 
Benefits: 
•  Strong alignment with local historical themes 
•  Enhances a heritage-focused area of the community and buildings 
•  Opportunity for interpretive signage 
Considerations: 
•  Coordination with property stewards may be required 
•  Additional lighting, seating, or landscaping may be required 
 
Additional Considerations 
•  The sculpture is already in local possession and undergoing refurbishment. 
•  Installation costs may include foundation work, crane placement, site preparation, and interpretive 
signage, ongoing maintenance and insurance. 
•  Interpretive materials may be appropriate to provide historical context. 
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FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
The financial impacts associated with installation of The Promised Land sculpture will vary depending on the 
selected site and the level of site preparation required. The following cost categories are anticipated: 
1. Site Preparation 
•  Excavation or grading (if required) 
•  Concrete foundation or pedestal installation 
•  Utility adjustments (if applicable) 
Estimated Range: $3,000–$12,000 
2. Transportation and Placement (Change Club to absorb costs) 
•  Local transport from the refurbishment location 
•  Crane or lift services for placement 
•  Labor for installation 
Estimated Range: $2,500–$8,000 
3. Landscaping and Amenities 
•  Irrigation adjustments 
•  Plantings, hardscape, or groundcover 
•  Benches, lighting, or pathway improvements (if desired) 
Estimated Range: $1,500–$15,000 
(Dependent on site and desired enhancements) 
4. Interpretive Signage 
•  Design and fabrication of historical or contextual signage 
•  Installation 
Estimated Range: $500–$3,000 
5. Ongoing Maintenance 
•  Annual cleaning and inspection 
•  Landscaping upkeep 
•  Potential graffiti removal 
Estimated Annual Cost: $300–$1,000 
6. Funding Sources 
Potential funding sources may include: 
•  City general fund or capital improvement allocations 
•  Donations or sponsorships 
•  Grants related to arts, culture, or historic preservation 
•  Contributions from the Change Club or other community groups 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
Pictures of each site and statute 
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