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PO Box 762 
841 ½ NW Bridge Street 

John Day, OR 97845 
https://jdccparksandrec.org/  

Tel: (541) 575-0110 
 

  
 

Neighborhood Meeting  
Proposed Aquatics Center 

 
Wednesday, August 11, 2021 

6:00 PM 
 

 
Board Members Present:  
Zach William 
Russ Young  
Rich Lallatin 
Lisa Weigum   
 
Zach Williams called the meeting to order @ 6:00 pm. Lisa Weigum explained the purpose of the meeting and 
set ground rules for the meeting.  
 
Comments:  
 
 Noted: John Morris identified the Neighborhood Meeting as an illegal meeting because the public was 

not properly notified.  
 David Holland: Shared that the process is required by the City of John Day for development and that 

John Day Canyon City Parks and Recreation (JDCCPR) made the proper notifications.  
 Noted: Athena Moline identified notice time for the meeting was unacceptable (9 days) because it was 

not enough time to prepare.  
 Several people noted that the design of the proposed pool was beautiful. 
 Unknown: Very excited about the location, 7th Street is the best location for the proposed pool.   
 Athena Moline: Concerns about nearby and adjacent property value being negatively impacted. Shared 

her professional opinion as a real estate appraiser that the pool would decrease the value of property on 
7th Street, Bridge Street and Charolais Heights.  

 Athena Moline: Currently parking is a significant safety issue at all of 7th Street Complex but especially 
bad towards the west end of the complex. Increased use will increase the safety risks for users and 
neighbors.  

 Marsha Christensen: The community rejected with proposal, JDCCPR should be respectful of the 
decision the community already made.  

 Athena Moline: Pools can never make money; they can’t even break even. This is not a good 
investment. Feels like this project is moving too quickly and not enough thought or community feedback 
and input has been solicited.  

https://jdccparksandrec.org/
https://jdccparksandrec.org/


  

Page 2 of 3 Neighborhood Meeting Minutes – Aquatics Center  

 John Stearns: Concerns about location including loss of green space, increased traffic, and limited 
parking. Concerns with overcrowding the complex, running the risk of 7th Street no longer being as user 
friendly as it is now.  

 John Stearns: Is in support of the new pool but would like to see other locations being proposed. 
Recommending looking out by the community garden as it has enough space to build a pool and handle 
the traffic.  

 David Myer: Encouraged the board to work with the city to ensure a travel management plan/use study 
is completed.  

 Elliot Sky: Loves location. When purchasing his home, he and his wife intentional purchased near 7th 
Street to be close to the recreational opportunities it provides and is excited about the prospect of a pool 
there.  

 Lisa & David Holland: Support the proposed pool location and design.  
 Unknown: Traffic at the current pool location isn’t as bad as everyone thinks. There will be increased 

use of the road but it’s coming anyways because of the housing developments.  
 
Questions:  
 Why is the pool not being build in another location?  

o Answered: This project was started several years ago where several locations were looked at. 
This location was one of two that was a viable option outside of the floodplain.  

 Is there documentation showing that you can’t build a pool in a floodplain?  
o Answered: Other attempts to build a new pool have been made over the years. In one attempt 

about 15 years ago the new proposed location was within the floodplain and the project was not 
viable beyond that point because of the proposed location.  

 Can JDCCPR expand into another city and put a pool there?  
o Answered: The Board has explored what “expanding” would mean and at this time expansion is 

not an option.  
 Can the 2M for the new pool be used to repair the old pool? When was the old pool property sold?  

o Answered: We are not answering question about the old pool. JDCCPR is not the owner of the 
pool or the property.  

 How much is the current project?   
o Answered: 6M 

 Will there be any sidewalks or other safety features for pedestrians?  
o Answered: Unknown. JDCCPR will work in collaboration with the City of John Day to address 

question 
 Can you build a commercial building and have a business in a residential area?  

o  Answered: According to zoning and development codes JDCCPR is able to build a pool on this 
property.  

 Is there a long-term travel management/traffic plan?  
o Answered: This project is one piece of a bigger community project. We will be working closely 

with the City of John Day to mitigate traffic and safety concerns.  
 Will you tax us for a pool?  

o Answered: JDCCPR is a special taxing district. JDCCPR has no plans at this time to create 
additional taxes for the OM of this pool.  

 Where will the other 4M come from to build the pool?  
o Answered: There will be a bond measure on the ballet in May for the remainder of the 

construction costs. At this time, it is 4M but as we move forward, we will be exploring other 
forms of funding to reduce that cost and burden on the taxpayer.  

 Will the money from the sell of the John Day City Park go towards the new pool?  
o Answered: Yes, we believe so.  



  

Page 3 of 3 Neighborhood Meeting Minutes – Aquatics Center  

 Do you know what we’ll be paying for the bond? 
o Answered: We estimate the annual tax rate per $1000,00 in assessed property value will be $0.72  

 How will JDCCPR pay for all of the staff needed to run the pool?  
o Answered: We successfully managed Gleason Pool with fewer staff then we have now. We are 

not concerned about our current staffing levels and pool management.  
 Is it possible for other business opportunities to be at the pool during the winter to increase revenue?  

o Answered: JDCCPR has no intention of competing with private businesses in the area.   
 Will you make it aesthetically pleasing for neighbors who have property that boarders yours?  

o Answered: We are hopeful we can continue to make all of 7th Street pleasing to our neighbors. 
 If you are planning to expand parking into where your currently storing all of your outdoor equipment, 

where will you put that?  
o Answered: We are working in partnership with the City to be able to use some of their property 

nearby to house our equipment.  
 What are you going to do with the leaking ditch?  

o Answered: Most of the ditch will be enclosed, which will happen regardless of a pool.  
 Where’s the rest of the plan? Isn’t there more then just this pool that you’re building?  

o Answered: This is the plan.  
 
 
 
Meeting ended @ 7:00 pm 
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