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Integrated Park System & New City Parks 

The City is building a new integrated park system at the confluence of the John Day River, Canyon Creek and Davis Creek. The central feature will be a 
new riverfront park, with a multi-modal bridge across the John Day River to provide trail access to the new riverfront trail system, 7th Street Complex, 
Kam Wah Chung and the Grant County Fairgrounds.

Why are we doing this?

The integrated park system project will help create a walkable community with connections to the John Day River, downtown John Day and the John Day 
Innovation Gateway. Our long-term goals are to improve riverfront access, create additional in-city camping and recreation opportunities along the John 
Day River, and improve access to our parks spaces. This proposal keeps what is great about our community - our river, our fairground, the Kam Wah 
Chung site and the 7th Street complex - and enhances it by bringing these community sites together as part of a master park system.

These parks are used daily by residents throughout Grant County and Oregon. The JDCC Parks & Recreation District services 2,440 residents in John 
Day and Canyon City at the 7th Street Complex. Day use visitors from neighboring cities frequently visit the parks, with over 40% of patrons at the 
community pool visiting from outside the district. The Kam Wah Chung Heritage Site had 8,851 visitors in 2018 with guides conducting 16-20 visitors per 
hour through the store and interpretive center. John Day is establishing a sister city relationship with Sijiuzhen, which is in the “county” of Taishan, in the 
Guangdong Province from which the original Chinese immigrants to the area originated. This will further boost tourism once the state completes 
construction of its proposed heritage site improvements at the location of the current city park and pool.

How does it connect the parks?

The integrated park system is a placemaking approach to improve the overall health of our community and honor our heritage as a historic ranching, 
mining and timber community. It will include waypoints, new roads and trails and improved parking.



The integrated park system will tie together active participation features from multiple existing parks and will create the infrastructure needed for future 
active recreation facilities, like the new city pool. It will also create a walkable, bikeable trail, bridge and parking system to connect downtown John Day 
and surrounding residential areas to the John Day Riverfront and to the park system. 

Active recreation areas at each facility include:
 -  7th Street Complex: Bike park, Ball fields, Skate Park, Splash Pad, Tennis, Pickleball courts, Basketball courts, Playground, Trail system, Cross-fit 
equipment, Fishing pond, Disc golf, Picnic areas, Future pool and rec center.
 -  Hill Family Park: Future botanical gardens, Picnic areas, Trails, Open space and free play areas, Future river tubing and beach play area.
 -  Davis Creek Park: Viewpoints and scenic overlooks, Stream and rock gardens, Biking, Hiking trails, Bird watching, Riverfront trail system.
 -  Kam Wah Chung: Interpretive center, Kam Wah Chung store, Parks and open spaces.
 -  Grant County Fairgrounds: Overnight camping (RV and tent), Riverfront trails, Pavilion and Arena, Open spaces.

When will it happen?

We are proposing a multi-phase development beginning in 2019. The initial phase includes:

• New 7th Street Complex Parking Lot
• New trail from 7th Street Complex to the John Day River
• Expanded parking lot along John Day River
• Restrooms (north of Hill Family Park)
• John Day River Bridge
• Hill Family Park trails

The final design for the park will be submitted for planning commission review and approval in the summer of 2019. This page will be updated periodically 
to provide additional information.

Supporting Documents

Vicinity Location Map [1] (630 KB) 
Project Area Map [2] (595 KB) 
Site Plan [3] (664 KB) 
Hill Family Park Rendering [4] (5 MB) 

Source URL: http://www.cityofjohnday.com/planning/page/integrated-park-system-new-city-parks 

Links
[1] http://www.cityofjohnday.com/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning/page/3246/vicinity_location_map.pdf
[2] http://www.cityofjohnday.com/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning/page/3246/project_area_map.pdf
[3] http://www.cityofjohnday.com/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning/page/3246/site_plan.pdf
[4] http://www.cityofjohnday.com/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning/page/3246/190206_parkconcept7thst.pdf





VICINITY LOCATION MAP

7th St 

John Day River Restoration

7th Street
Park

John Day 
Bike Park

Kam Wah
Chung

Fairgrounds

Hwy 26 Main St 3rd Ave

1st Ave

Downtown 
John Day

C
anton S

t
B

ridge S
t

Valley View Dr

Government Entry Rd

USFS

ODFW

Fu
tu

re
 R

d

Patterson Bridge R
d

Planer
Shed

Chipper
Shed

Public 
Works

Davis Cr
Park

Hill Family
City Park

B
ridge S

t

C
anyon B

lvd

2

3
1

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

11

12

12

13

14

17

18

15

19

16

14

15

16

18

19

17

13

9

10

7

8

65

John Day River Restoration: Restore the John Day 
river to provide habitat, recreation, and flood storage, 
including current wastewater ponds. Requires 
geotechnical, environmental and engineering 
analysis.

Trail system (red lines): Connect the Oregon Pine / 
Innovation Gateway Site to other destinations in John 
Day, including grading, paving, planting, signage, 
striping, crossings, furnishings, walls, fences, railings, 
multi-modal bridges, lighting

Greenhouses: Build hydroponic greenhouses, 
including parking lot, building, pathways, utilities, 
signage, extend reclaimed water supply to 
greenhouses

New Wastewater Treatment Plant: Paving, parking 
lot, building, pathways, utilities

Hill Family City Park:  Build new riverfront park, 
including restrooms, trails, furnishings, planting, 
grading, multi-modal bridge, lighting, and reclaimed 
water for irrigation

Offices: Build offices and associated site work

Campground: Camping facilities & associated site 
work

Aquatic Center: Buildings, utilities, plantings, parking 
lot and other site work

Davis Creek Park: Trails, multi-modal bridge, site work 

Potential property acquisition for future development

Pedestrian / bicycle bridge

On Street Pedestrian Connections (orange lines): 
Link trails and destinations with sidewalk and 
crossing improvements

Kam Wah Chung: OPRD upgrades, land exchange, 
demolish old city pool

Redeck and upgrade bridge for pedestrian / 
bicycle access and utility extensions

Water Garden: Create a welcoming focal point for western 
edge of city, including renovation of Chipper Shed, 
boardwalks/pathways, planting, reclaimed water for 
irrigation, lighting, signage, furnishings

Event Area: Create a community gathering space in and 
around the existing Planer Shed, including renovation of 
Planer Shed, parking lot, pathways, event lawn, grading, 
utilities, lighting, loading dock, access roads

Beach: Create a beach for swimming / tubing / small 
boats, including new plantings, pathways and gathering 
space

Extend 7th St between Patterson Bridge Rd and Bridge 
St, including grading, paving, planting, lighting, street 
furnishings, striping, parking pockets, utilities, signage

Road Connections: Connect 7th St to Government Entry 
Rd and Valley View Dr with new multi-modal streets 
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